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Introduction 

 

About the sport 

Snow volleyball is a new discipline in the FIVB portfolio, played by teams of three players each plus a substitute player on a snow 
court (8 m x 16 m) divided by a net. The discipline aims to provide the best experience for spectators through a fun, exciting and 
vibrant atmosphere. 
The 2019 Snow Volleyball World Tour in Austria and Italy marked a first worldwide debut of the FIVB snow volleyball events. In the 
years to come a series of annual snow volleyball events for both men’s and women’s intercontinental teams are foreseen. The 
2018/2019 season will feature 3 events while the 2019/2020 FIVB snow volleyball calendar foresees at least five World Tour 
events, sanctioned by the FIVB and organised by a National Federation and/or a promoter. A World Ranking for snow volleyball is 
implemented from the 2018/2019 season and onwards. Snow Volleyball exhibitions can also be organised upon approval given by 
the FIVB.  

More information about snow volleyball can be found here: https://www.fivb.com/en/snowvolleyball 

FIVB goals 

• Increase awareness of the sport through the FIVB, Continental and National events; 
• Include snow volleyball in the program of multi sports games; 
• Provide an opportunity for the athletes to compete at any level; 
• Establish solid rules of the game; 

 

The long-term plan 

From 2019 and onwards: 

• The homologation of continental, zonal and national events will be implemented in 2019; 
• The sport’s demonstration at the 2020 Winter Youth Olympic Game in Lausanne and at the 2021 Military Games in Germany; 
• The first edition of the FIVB World Championships in 2021; 
• Showcases at Multi Sports Games, such as: the winter’s Military Games, Universiade, Olympic Games, etc. 
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Application process 
 

Phase 1: Application 

The FIVB invites you to apply for the organisation as follows:  

 By 31 August 2019 for the 2019/2020 FIVB Snow Volleyball World Tour; 
 By 30 June 2020 for the 2020/2021 FIVB Snow Volleyball World Tour; 

 
Step 1: Download from the FIVB website the application forms (Snow Volleyball General Questionnaire and the Local Authorities Letter of 
Support); 
Step 2: Fill in the documents in English, as precise as possible and sign the forms; 
Step 3: Make sure that the forms are signed by the local National Volleyball Federation;  
Step 4: Return the forms to the New Events & Snow Volleyball department new.events.business@fivb.org along with the promotional and 
communication plans as well as a tentative budget.  
 
In order to apply for snow volleyball events in the European Confederation territory, please send you application directly to CEV Snow 
Volleyball department: snow@cev.eu  
 
Phase 2: Evaluation 

The FIVB evaluates the application based on the documentation provided as well as the experience with previous organisations in the 
respective country. The FIVB may invite an applicant during the process to present its application. If required, the FIVB can request some 
additional information, such as a venue layout, photos of the hosting area and a tentative budget.  

The FIVB may also inspect the sites proposed for the FIVB competition. 
 

Phase 3: Award 

The FIVB appoints the organiser at the end of evaluation process. 
The FIVB – Organiser agreement should be signed by both parties:  

 By 31 October 2019 for the 2019/2020 edition;  
 By 31 August 2020 for the 2020/2021 World Tour edition. 

 
The FIVB’s decision regarding the event’s assignment to be communicated by December 2019 and 2020 respectively.  
 

Phase 4: Execution 

The Organiser, the FIVB and potentially the Confederation concerned start to work closely together throughout the implementation process in order to deliver together a great and remarkable event for all involved stakeholders. 
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Terms and conditions (updated on 10.07.19) 
 

More detailed organising terms and conditions can be found in the FIVB regulations. Here we would like to present you a short summary of the most important points: 

COMPETITION FIVB SNOW VOLLEYBALL TOUR 

Competition title FIVB Snow Volleyball World Tour (Year) – (Host City) 

Competition period 
For countries in the northern hemisphere from December until April, while countries in the southern hemisphere may enter in the FIVB calendar scheduling events from June until August. 
The 2019/2020 calendar can feature events starting from December 2019 until August 2020. The end of the snow volleyball calendar will depend by the locations of the events. 

Competition days 

A total of 4 days as follows: 
1-day Qualification 
3- days Main draw  
 
Note: the duration of the main draw may be extended for 1 more day if it will be needed. 

Competition format 

 
1. Qualification tournament: maximum 16 teams per gender playing in a single elimination system, where 2 teams would advance to the main draw competition. 

In case of a lower number of teams the FIVB and the organizers may decide to adopt a different competition format, such as double elimination or pool play; 
2. Main draw competition: 16 teams  

Teams will play in pools of 4 teams each (round robin or modified pool play format), thus 12 teams will advance to the single elimination phase to compete until the bronze and gold medal 
matches. 

 
Note: The double elimination system may be also considered by the FIVB. 

Number of teams 
(3-4 players per team) 

Maximum 16 teams per gender in the qualification tournament and maximum 16 teams in the main draw as follows: 
  
 2 wild cards (irrespective of the country quota); 
 1 host country team; 
 2 teams from the qualification tournament; 
 5 teams from the Confederations – Continental quota (1 vacancy per confederation per gender). Ideally, only a team per gender can get a vacancy within a confederation territory. In case the 

FIVB will not invite any teams or the Confederation will not fill the roster with one team per confederation up to 5 teams will be decided by the world ranking (in addition to the below teams) 
 6 teams from the World Ranking 
 
Country quota: one foreign team per country unless the FIVB will relax this rule to fill the roster of the main draw or/and of the qualification tournament. Wild card does not count towards the country 
quota. 
Note: the qualification tournament will be composed by the following vacancies: 1 host country team, 2 wild cards, 5 continental spots (1 team per confederation), and 8 teams on entry points 

Rules of the game 

 
The 2018/2020 temporary rules of the game booklet is available on the FIVB website: 
http://www.fivb.org/EN/SnowVolleyball/SnowVolleyball_Rules_2019_EN.pdf 
 

Athletes eligibility and teams 
entry procedure 

The National Federations are required to enrol team(s) at the FIVB World Tour events through the Volleyball Information System (VIS).  
The deadline for entering team(s) is as follows: 
- 30 days to enter teams  
- 21 days the FIVB will be finalizing the confirmed list of participating teams in the main draw and in the qualification tournament. 
 
Wild card requests can be submitted to the FIVB by the NFs 30 days prior to the start of an event through the dedicated form. 
Prior to the registration for a snow volleyball event all athletes need to make sure to have the following documents: 

- A valid annual players commitment 
- A valid annual medical certificate 
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- Play clean certificate 
- Manipulation course certificate 

Snow Volleyball World 
Ranking and Seeding points 

The World Ranking points will be attributed to each athlete participating at the FIVB sanctioned events, starting from the 2019 testing season. 
These points may be used for the seeding purposes during the preliminary inquiry day. 
A world ranking will be created by the FIVB at every event and will feature the intercontinental, continental and national events points. 
 

Uniforms 

The players are responsible for bringing their own uniforms and accessories. 
Identical uniforms have to be worn by all team members and correspond to the uniform guidelines provided by the FIVB. 
The athletes should purchase their own football shoes with a strong grip on the snow. 
 
The organizer shall provide tops of different colours with country codes to the athletes as well as the uniforms for staff, referees, scorers and volunteers. 
The FIVB will supply uniforms to all FIVB delegates. 
The athletes’ names must be printed on the tops for the final day of the event. 
 
From the 2019/2020 season the FIVB may supply players tops and uniforms to the staff and officials in case it will enter into an agreement with an apparel supplier. 
 

ORGANISER’S 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

FIVB SNOW VOLLEYBALL TOUR 

Competition venue 
 

 One centre court with minimum 500 spectators capacity (deck chairs, snow tribune, etc.), where minimum 100 seats can be allocated to the players, media and VIPs. 
 1 center court surrounded by bleachers can be set up either using metal structure or by shaping the snow (i.e. Wagrain). 
 Total competition courts: minimum 3 courts equipped with a big manual scoreboard (indicating the score, teams’ colours and country flags) 
 2 warm up courts may be used for scheduling competition matches in case of interruption of the event due to adverse weather conditions. 

 

Technology 
Center court:1 electronic scoreboard with video capacity + operators or a video wall with an operator  
E-scoresheet and electronic table scoreboard may be used at the event in all courts 
It is advisable to set-up a weather (local) station for all the main values in additiona to the weather web sites covering the area. 

Facilities and equipment 

 
The following heated and covered facilities are required in the tents/boxes/buildings: 
 Officials office/working area  
 A meeting room for the Preliminary Inquiry 
 Medical /physiotherapist facilities area  
 Press area and facilities with a direct view of centre court, equipped for a minimum of 10 journalists 
 Athletes lounge 
 Athletes changing rooms with lockers 
 Catering facilities 
 VIP Catering Area 
 Delegates’ and referees’ office/working area 
 TV production & area for SNG 
 Storage area 
 Rest rooms for athletes, officials, staff and VIPs 
 
Equipment: 
 A Snow cat 
 Snow cannons if required due to lack of snow 
 Snow cleaning machine 
 High speed WI-FI, free of charge within the perimeter 
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Lift Passes 
For all participants at the event (players, officials, VIP, sponsors, video crew, etc.) lift passes must be provided for free when the competition venue is only reachable via ski lift or/and cableway. 
The organizers shall do its utmost also to offer a certain number of free or low fare tickets (1 round trip for the spectators interested only to attend the event especially during the last 2 days of the 
competition to maximise venue’s occupancy. 

Organising chart 

The Organisers shall set up an organisational flow chart, which includes the following roles: 
 Tournament Director 
 Competition Director 
 Operational Director 
 Media Operations Director 
 Photographer 
 Press Officer 
 Technical and VIS Manager 
 Sport Presentation Manager 
 NF Referee Manager 
 TV/ Streaming Producer 
 Event doctor and physiotherapists 

Referees: 
 2 national referees per competition court are assigned by the respective hosting NFs. For an event with 3 competition courts 6 referees must be assigned. 
 1 referee per match until the quarter final matches, 2 referees per court for all matches in the single elimination phase including the semi-finals and final games. 
 The Referee delegate shall carry-out a clinic prior to the start of each event and he/she may also officiate some matches. 

Staff & auxiliary officials 

Per court: 
 2 ball retrievers for all days on all courts with the exception of 4 ball retrievers on the final day on center court 
 2 scorers 
 2 rakers to manage the snow and level the court 
 1 court manager 
 Min. 2 volunteers collecting the balls outside of the court in case of slopes adjacent to the courts. 

Volleyball Information System The promoter is responsible for appointing a VIS manager to operate the software who will be responsible to update the results and other information. 

Organizational fee and team 
registration fee 

Not applicable for the 2019/2020 and 2020/2021 World Tour events 

VIP tickets including 
hospitality 

A VIP stand must be set-up with security for sponsors, dignitaries, players, etc. 
Minimum of 20 VIP accreditations per day must be provided to the FIVB for its own sponsors and VIPs. 

Deposit The FIVB may request a reimbursable deposit of up to USD 20,000 upon signature of the agreement.  

Prize Money 
Minimum 30,000 USD (USD 15,000 per gender’s competition) to be paid by the organisers to the players competing in the main draw event. The FIVB may consider to cover the prize money in 
case of a long term agreement with the organizers. 

Trophies The organisers can offer cups or/and trophies or/and flowers for the 3 best teams per gender. This in addition to the FIVB official trophy. 

The best athlete(s) of the 
season 

A special trophy will be rewarded to the best athletes at the last event of the season having the most World Ranking points earned at the FIVB events. 

Board and lodging for the 
participating teams and 

officials 

The organiser has to provide board and lodging only to the athletes taking part in the main draw, as well as to the FIVB delegates (single rooms) and referees (twin rooms). 
The hotel has to be of a 3* category minimum. Breakfasts and dinners have to be provided by the organiser at the hotel, while lunch can be organised at the venue. 
The FIVB can consider also to accommodate athletes in apartment or residence or B & B upon carrying out an inspection visit of these facilities and judge them convenient for the participating 
athletes. 
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The eliminated teams may be asked to check out from the hotel (before 12:00) the day after their elimination. 
The number of referees thus can also be reduced after the pool play phase (if played with less courts afterwards). 
 
For the teams invited (if any) by the FIVB an early arrival 1 day prior to the start of the main draw may be foreseen to get familiar with the local weather conditions, uniforms & accessories and rules 
of the game. – 1 day the FIVB can make available 2 courts for teams for their familiarization. If a demand will be lodged by the NFs o-f the participating teams the FIVB will provide for free a snow 
volleyball coach for these teams.  

Local and international 
transportation 

The organisers have to provide local transportation to all participants in the main draw as well as to the FIVB delegates and national referees from/to: nearest international airport – officials hotel(s) – 
the venue.  
 
Any additional persons such as coaches, medical staff, etc. can ask the organisers to arrange local transportation services for an additional fee.  
The flight itineraries of MD players must be communicated by the NFs to the organisers directly at least 5 days before the start of the event. 
The organisers can decline any responsibility if the above information is not sent on time. 
 
The FIVB will bear the international travel costs in economy class of all invited teams for universality purposes (1 team per confederation per gender. Total: 40 players max) 
 
All the remaining teams in the main draw and in the qualification tournament will be responsible to bear the costs of their respective tickets. 

Per diem for the local referees 
and auxiliary officials 

(scorers) 
The organisers have to cover the per diem for all national referees and scorers officiating at the event. 

Media, Promotion and 
Entertainment 

 Implementation of a press and promotional plan, as per any FIVB event. This plan must be approved by the FIVB at least 2 months before the event. The promoter should ensure full venue 
occupancy for the semi-finals and finals. 

 The FIVB requires the organizer to arrange a press conference in the hosting city 1 or 2 days before the start of the event involving the local authorities, media and some iconic players (if any). 
 The organiser is responsible for the onsite entertainment programme aiming to engage the spectators and create great atmosphere.  

Sport presentation  In accordance with the FIVB sport presentation standards i.e. MC, DJ, mascot, etc.  

Kid’s Camp It is mandatory to stage a Kid’s Camp possibly during the last days of the event possibly on Friday in order to increase the number of spectators at the center court. 

Weather forecast The organizer should subscribe to one of the most reliable weather forecast services to implement any contingency plan well in advance in case of heavy snow, fast wind, fogs, etc. See above. 

MEDIA & DIGITAL 
RIGHTS AND 

REQUIREMENTS 
FIVB SNOW VOLLEYBALL TOUR 

 
TV & Digital rights and 

production requirements 

 
The FIVB owns all international TV rights (excluding the TV rights within the hosting territory) and all digital rights on a worldwide basis (including the hosting territory). 
The organisers own the TV rights within the hosting territory. The FIVB may make available to the players match footage or/and highlights to enrich with valuable content their respective social 
media and blogs. This provided that existing broadcasting agreements signed by the FIVB will be respected in terms of exclusive territory, embargo for a certain period of time, etc. 
In case of any worldwide TV distribution, the FIVB will appoint a TV agency for ensuring a smooth coordination and distribution of the events. The TV agency shall appoint a TV coordinator  
to ensure the smooth preparation prior to the event and to supervise on site all TV and streaming operations. 
 
TV production on center court: 
 TV production will foresee for the center court a minimum of 3 fixed TV cameras + 1 handheld TV camera + 1 net camera (Total: minimum 5 cameras). 
 The production must cover the semi-finals and final matches per gender plus the awarding ceremony (Total: minimum 8 matches); 
 A tower of at least 5 m should be set-up to place the main cameras 
 FIVB TV graphics (provided by the FIVB but managed on site by an operator) 
 High definition and 16:9 
 SNG for live broadcasting the above matches in case of any live TV distribution 
 2 or 3 EVS recording devices 
 2 English commentators (appointed by the FIVB) 
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 Videographer on site from day 1 until the end of the event to produce digital promo content. One person specialized in realizing Highlight Clips & Best of the videos can be granted by the FIVB to 
improve the contents on the social media. 

 Video wall operator 
 
A crew ENG must be foreseen for all the days of the main draw. This if required by the FIVB for the production of daily news and promotional material. 
 
Digital production on all courts: 
 1 TV camera for each competition court for all matches in the main draw from day 1 of the main draw. 
 On site encoding system for live streaming with the necessary broadband connection 
 
Highlights 

 Minimum 2 highlights every day of the main draw of at least 2 minutes each must be realized on the same day to be posted on the FIVB website and FIVB social media 
 On the final day of the event a highlight of 5 minutes minimum should feature the main aspects of the event as well as the winners. 

 

Photos 
 
Min. 30 high quality photos per gender, per day including the qualification and for each day of the main draw to be uploaded free of rights twice a day to the FIVB Photo Gallery Management System. 
 

ORGANISER’S 
BENEFITS 

FIVB SNOW VOLLEYBALL TOUR 

Commercial Rights 
 

 
The Organisers can benefit from the following: 
 
 100% of ticketing & hospitality packages (FIVB could reserve the rights to organise additional corporate programmes TBD) 
 100% of all private and governmental contributions and subsidies 
 Merchandising opportunities on-site 
 100% of national TV broadcasting rights (if applicable) in the hosting territory 
 Use of the FIVB branding material 
 Participation of the best snow volleyball athletes/teams in the world  
 Technical assistance from the FIVB departments and the FIVB delegates 
 Transfer of knowledge through a workshop staged by snow volleyball experts 
 Kid camps 
 Presence of ambassadors 

 

From the global inventory such as boards configuration, back drops, visuals, uniforms, hospitality area, referee stands, etc. 70% of the space can be utilised by the organiser (NF or/and 
promoter), while 30% remains with the FIVB & the concerned Confederation. 

 
Sponsorship Categories 

The FIVB reserves exclusive rights to exploit the following categories: 
 Balls  
 Snow Volleyball sports equipment (including nets, antennae, posts, post pads, poles basis, referee chairs).  
 Betting and gambling  
 Sports and other apparel (including, without limitation, headwear)  
 Automobile & car  
 Courier, freight forwarding & logistics  
 Personal care  
 Time keeping and game-related technology (e.g. VCS, statistics, LED net, etc.) 
 Data 
 Water 
 Airlines 
 Restaurants 
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 Home appliances (white goods) 
 Mobile/smart phones  
 Banking (non-exclusive). The FIVB will take into consideration existing agreement in this category 
 
Alcohol (spirits), tobacco and pornography are prohibited categories.  
The organisers can send a request to release certain categories to the FIVB Sales & Sponsorship department. Requests must be sent to the Sales & Sponsorship Director 
(mario.medeiros@fivb.org), with the New Events and Snow Volleyball department (new.events.business@fivb.org) copied in the email. 

FIVB SUPPORT FIVB SNOW VOLLEYBALL TOUR 

Supplied balls 60 Mikasa Snow Volleyball balls 

Administrative support The FIVB New Events and Snow Volleyball department will provide its constant assistance to the organizers to smoothly implement the event.  

Communication support The FIVB digital and communication departments will do their utmost to provide an international media exposure to the event 

Per Diem Per diem for the FIVB delegates is paid by the FIVB as per FIVB Financial regulations for Beach Volleyball/Snow Volleyball world events 

International and national 
Travel 

The FIVB will cover the travel costs of the FIVB delegates and for the invited teams from the Continental quota. 

FIVB Transfer of knowledge 
about Snow Volleyball 

For the host countries staging snow volleyball events for the first time, the FIVB may appoint a snow volleyball consultant at its own cost for a workshop, in order to transfer knowledge to the 
organiser. Information may include court set up, venue & facilities, competition matters, rules of the games, promotion, marketing, etc. 
The organisers will have to cover the costs of: a meeting room, beamer, board and lodging, and local transportation for 1 or 2 persons.  

FIVB Delegates & FIVB 
mandated personnel 

The FIVB and the organizers must agree on the exact day for the departure of all the FIVB delegates. If possible, all the FIVB delegates shall departure after they will finish their function on the final 
day of the event. In case of impossibility to arrange transportation on the final day the FIVB and the organizers will consider to keep the persons concerned 1 more night in the hotel. 
The FIVB will assign (and cover the travel and per diem costs) of the following FIVB officials to smoothly conduct events:  
 
Official Arrival Departure 
1 Technical Supervisor -3 days On the final day or +1 day 
1 Referee Delegate (optional) -1 days On the final day or +1 day 
1 Medical Delegate -1 day On the final day or +1 day 
1 Media Operations Delegate -1 day On the final day or +1 day 
1 TV Coordinator  -1 day before main draw On the final day or +1 day 
2 English commentators  -1 day of televised matches On the final day or +1 day 
1 Videographer -1 day On the final day or +1 day 
1 Photographer -1 day  On the final day or +1 day 

 

Branding The FIVB will provide a branding kit to the organisers in order of enabling them to realize the visuals, back drops, podium, flags, etc. The organisers will be responsible to customize and print the 
branding items at their own cost. All items must be submitted to the FIVB for an approval well in advance (minimum 15 days before the event) before being printed. 
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The FIVB reserves the right to make certain amendments to this document for the 2019/2020 Snow Volleyball season. However, the agreement shall incorporate in detail all the requirements, rights & obligations which cannot be 
altered at a later stage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medals and event’s trophies Medals for each player on the podium (the top 3 women’s and 3 men’s teams) and 1 trophy for the winner teams will be provided by the FIVB. 
Total: 24 medals in total (12 medals for each gender’s competition) and 2 trophies (1 trophy per gender’s competition). 

Reports 

The FIVB will realize a final report of the event featuring all needed improvements for any future edition of the events. 
The document will be based on the report from all the FIVB delegates. 
This report will be realized within 30 days from the end of an event and it will be shared with all parties concerned. 
 
A media report on the impact of the event will be provided by the FIVB through a mandated agency - Meltwater. 

FIVB ambassadors The FIVB may appoint one ambassador to better promote the event and to inspire young volleyball players during the Kid’s Camp activities as well as coach teams of the continental quota. 

Contact 

 
New Events and Snow Volleyball department: 
Mr. Angelo Squeo – Director 
Email address: 
new.events.business@fivb.org 
 
Telephone number: + 41 21 345 35 35 
 



11 
 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 1 

Boards configuration and venue lay-out example 
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Appendix 2 

Branding examples 
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